
Provincial Candidate Responses – Sylvia Jones, Ontario Progressive-Conservative Party  

Strengthening Business Competitiveness 

Background: Our members and the local business community have made it clear that the rising cost of 

doing business across the province, and right here at home in Dufferin county, is a constraint on 

business’ ability to invest in the human and physical capital required for growth. The most common and 

acute concern of the business community in Ontario is rising input costs, especially those costs deriving 

from government regulation and policy.  

Q1: If elected, how would you and your party address the rising cost of doing business in the province to 

ensure businesses are able to grow and create jobs? 

Answer: It is no secret that under the last 15 years of Liberal government, businesses have found it 

harder to compete because of skyrocketing hydro rates and government interference. 

 

One of the largest pressures on business is the skyrocketing cost of hydro. Hydro rates have ballooned 

under the Liberals watch because of politically motivated directives, which flooded the electricity 

market with expensive and inflexible energy contracts, including high subsidies for industrial wind 

turbines, and forcing Ontario to sell its power at a loss to neighbouring jurisdictions. 

 

A PC government will stabilize hydro rates through a package of reforms, so that businesses can invest 

with knowledge that hydro rates won’t continue to increase and drag down their ability to compete. 

 

Secondly, a PC government will reduce corporate income taxes from 11.5% to 10.5%, and will cut red 

tape and unnecessary regulation to enable investment and good job growth. 

__ 

Background: Ontario’s electricity prices have risen by 71 percent from 2008 to 2016, far outpacing 

electricity price growth in other provinces, as well as increases in income and inflation. 

Q2: How would you and your party address high electricity and energy costs to strengthen business 

competitiveness and reduce input costs for business?  

Answer: Our Class B rate (used by most medium sized businesses) are the highest in Canada and are not 

competitive with most of our American neighbours. We have committed to reforming the electricity 

system to stabilize the industrial hydro rate and provide relief for residential customers. 

 

Natural gas is essential to business, because it is a less expensive option to hydro. The PC party will work 

with natural gas companies to expand this important infrastructure, to help give businesses energy 

options. 

  



Background: Overregulation imposes the equivalent of an additional 5 percent to 15 percent import 

tariff on small businesses compared to larger firms, due to small firms’ inability to appropriately 

navigate the regulatory environment. With 380,000 regulations, Ontario is the most administered 

province in the country, harming business competitiveness.  

Q3: If elected, how would you and your party address the red-tape and regulatory burden that is 

negatively affecting our local business’ ability to compete? 

Answer: Red tape is burdening our businesses. Ontario has more than 380,000 regulatory requirements 

in Ontario – almost double that of British Columbia. 

 

I regularly hear from businesses about onerous examples of red tape putting unnecessary burdens and 

stress on local businesses. 

 

Just one example is the timeline for Commercial Vehicle Operator’s Registration or CVOR. I was 

contacted by a local business who tried to renew his CVOR, a yearly requirement. The renewal process 

took 5 months and the business was provided last minute temporary CVOR, leaving the business in a 

cycle of uncertainty. A half year backlog for a yearlong permit is ridiculous. 

 

A PC government will cut red tape and stifling regulations to enable investment and good job growth. 

 

Fostering Job Creation 

Background: Of the new jobs created in the next decade, 40 percent are expected to be in the skilled 

trades, but only 26 percent of young people aged 13 to 24 are considering a career in these areas. 

Q4: If elected, how would you and your party address the skills mismatch in Ontario? 

Answer: I have heard from many businesses that are having a difficult time finding and attracting 

employees with the skills that they need. The Liberal government has failed to ensure that we are 

training our students for the skills need in today’s job market. This is manifested in the fact that Ontario 

is the only province in Canada where math test scores are dropping. That is why the PC will get rid of the 

failed “Discovery Math” curriculum and overhaul the EQAO standardized testing, so we know where our 

students need help. 

__ 

 

  



Building Healthy Communities 

Background: Ontarians are experiencing the impact of a decades-long infrastructure funding gap; under-

served by a transportation, utility, and telecommunications stock that cannot meet the demands of 

today and has not been built to reflect the challenges of tomorrow. 

Q5: If elected, how would you and your party address the infrastructure funding gap; specifically, with 

regard to telecommunications such as broadband access and affordability across Dufferin County? 

Answer: The PC Party will create a long term and transparent plan to address the infrastructure funding 

gap, in partnership with our municipal partners. 

Broadband access is essential for any business trying to compete. I know that connecting to the internet 

is essential for businesses to connect with their customers, suppliers and individuals connecting to 

government services.  

 

The PC Party will work with industry and business to expand infrastructure across the province. 

__ 

Background: Health care consumes over 40 percent of the provincial budget; approximately $54 billion 

in 2016 and demand for health care is only increasing. 

Q6: With only 14 percent of Ontario businesses being confident in the sustainability of the Ontario 

health care system and half of Ontarians believing that the health care system does not need more 

money, it just needs to be better managed; how would you and your party ensure that the growing 

demand for health care in Ontario is met with a focus on patient outcomes for money spent? 

Answer: A Progressive Conservative government would seek to ensure value for money in all 

government departments. This starts with an independent commission of inquiry to review all 

government expenditures. 

 

In terms of health care we know that under the Liberal’s watch about 41 cents per every dollar of meant 

for home care was spent on administration, instead of front line care. In Dufferin County, I have been 

working with the CEO of Headwaters Hospital regularly where it has been made clear to me that the 

funding formula for medium sized hospitals must to be updated to better reflect the needs of medium 

sized hospitals like Headwaters. 

 

The PC Party’s healthcare plan will focus on moving resources to the frontline and away from 

administrative bureaucracy. Finally, the PC Party will look to take pressure off of our hospitals by making 

a much needed investment in mental health of an additional $1.9 billion and building 30,000 long term 

care beds over 10 years. 

 

  



Improving Government Accountability  

Background: Ontario’s debt will rise by 21 percent in the next three years, due to interest charges 

alone, with no existing plans to begin debt repayment. 

Q7: If elected, what would you and your party do to achieve long-term fiscal prudence and regain our 

status as an economic leader in Canada and a reliable investment destination globally? 

Answer: In the last 15 years, Ontario’s debt has ballooned, to make it the largest of any state or 

province in North America. 

 

The debt currently sits at approximately $350 billion, and under the Liberal’s current plan the debt will 

increase to an unsustainable $393.1 billion. Paying the interest of that debt costs taxpayers over $1 

billion a month. 

 

The PC Party will create an Independent Commission of Inquiry to determine the extent of the 

province’s debt and find efficiencies in government. 

__ 

Background: In Ontario, 83 percent of businesses believe that government should conduct cost-benefit 

analyses of all new policies, regulations or legislation before any changes take effect. 

Q8: How will you and your party ensure that policy changes are evidence based and that the impact of 

these policy changes are evaluated to mitigate unintended consequences? 

Answer: For years Ontarians have seen politically motivated moves by the Wynne Liberals which created 

unintended consequences for Ontario’s hardworking taxpayers and the businesses that employ them. 

A PC Party will be a government which is accountable and transparent to the people and the frontline 

workers. When we look to make changes to the healthcare system we will talk with Doctors and Nurses, 

when we look to make changes to education we will consult with teachers and parents, and when we 

make changes that may impact the business environment we will consult with businesses. 

__ 

Background: Due to the short timeline to implementation of Bill 148: Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs Act, 

Ontario business faces a $12 billion economic problem that will put 185,000 jobs at risk. 

Q9: What would you and your party due to ensure appropriate timelines are provided when revising or 

implementing policy initiatives that impact business operations? 

Answer: A PC government would ensure that we consult with business groups to ensure that any 

proposed changes to laws that impact businesses are going to help and not hinder job growth. We will 

consult stakeholders and develop timelines that work rather than simply making the change for political 

reasons. 

__ 



Dufferin Young Professionals’ Question 

Background: In a recent Toronto Region Board of Trade survey, 83% of young professionals (ages 18-39) 

say the high cost of housing is making it more difficult to save for retirement, and 65% say the cost of 

housing is making it more difficult to pay off debt. In addition, 75% intend to own a home, however; 

cannot afford the down payment to do so. 

Q10: How will you and your party address the current issues in our housing market so that young 

professionals can purchase the homes they desire, and local businesses can attract and retain the talent 

they need? 

Answer: The PC Party will address current affordability issues in the housing sector by ensuring that a 

greater supply of housing is made available to reduce the price pressure on buyers and to ensure that 

middle class families receive taxes relief that helps them make life in general more affordable. 

 

 


