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DUFFERIN BOARD OF 

TRADE 

ADVOCACY DAY AT 

QUEEN’S PARK  

March 28, 2017 
 

Welcome to Queen’s Park 
 

Hon. Brad Duguid  

Minister of Economic Development and Growth 

 

 Provincial government is committed to growing the economy and supporting businesses through innovation 

and well informed policy development 

 Spoke to the importance of the Ontario Chamber network in regards to policy development  

 Reaffirmed that the government both values and utilizes solutions and input submitted by the chamber 

network  

 The provincial government relies on the Chamber network to bring attention to implications of policy from the 

perspective of their members; implications that otherwise may have been overlooked 

Insiders Look Ahead: Chamber Network Advocacy at Queen’s Park 
 

Panelists: Ramiro Mora, John Capobianco, D’arci McFadden 

Key Takeaways 

 All politics is local; what does policy mean to your members at a local level 

 Three parts of Advocacy: Awareness, Engagement, Action 

 Identify proof points when writing policy pieces or informing members of policy implications  

 Engage with local candidates in the upcoming elections 

 Send local candidates information on policy issues; set a SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 

Relevant, Timely) policy goal focusing on one to two specific issues 

 Voice your membership’s objections regularly 

 Get involved with party policy advisory committees, or engage with each party’s policy advisory committee to 

receive information and provide feedback and insight  

Building Toward 2018 – Perspectives on Strengthening the Ontario Economy 
 

Panelists: Victor Fedeli (MPP, Critic Finance, Ontario PC Party), Catherine Fife (MPP, Economic Development, 

Research and Innovation Critic, Ontario NDP) 

Key Takeaways 

 Businesses are leaving Ontario due to the unfavorable business climate 

 Red tape and burdensome regulation are increasing the cost of doing business 

 Ontario will not be competitive if and when the United States starts decreasing the regulatory burden on 

businesses 
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 PC Party would dismantle cap-and-trade, NDP would replace with a different cap-and-trade system. 

 8 billion in revenue to be made through cap-and-trade will be used to reduce the deficit, intended purpose of 

cap-and-trade is not to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (PC position). 

 Government should incentivize reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, not pass legislation that raises costs 

for business (PC position) 

 SMEs are hit the hardest with cap-and-trade while the largest polluters have a 5-year implementation period 

 We are losing jobs and importing pollution 

 350,000 regulations to businesses in Ontario, red tape shut-downs and blanket regulations are costly to 

business and are making Ontario uncompetitive in a global market. 

Town Hall with Ontario Cabinet Ministers 
 

Hon. Steven Del Duca 

Minster of Transportation 

 Committed to improving transit and expanding train service on important lines such as the Kitchener-

Waterloo corridor 

 Would like to expand on all day two way Go service to more locations but it needs to make financial sense to 

do so, ridership is the key factor 

 Improve transit into the city to give much needed relief to congested highways 

 

Hon. Jeff Leal 

Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs and Minister responsible for Small Business 

 

 Rural issues north of the 401 are ignored; rural voters feel that their interests are not represented or 

understood 

 Rural school closures are a serious issue for many communities, need solution now, not in 5 years 

 University of Guelph is one of the best agricultural schools in the world, important on getting people back on 

the farm using innovative farming techniques 

 The population of the world is growing and the world will look to Canada to feed a growing population 

 Agri-food in Canada is going to be critically important in the coming years 

 

Hon. Glenn Thibeault 

Minster of Energy 

 

 Ontario made the right choices regarding improving how our energy is produced, investing in clean energy, 

and removing coal completely 

 How Ontario went about modernizing the energy sector was wrong, the “what” was correct the “how” was 

where the government made mistakes 

 Fair Hydro plan will help rate-payers see immediate relief 

 The government does not sell off excess hydro to businesses at a loss, rather they sell it to the United 

States at a loss 

 No smog days since 2014, and no blackouts, Ontario now has a much cleaner and reliable energy system 
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Policy Breakout Meetings with Senior Government Officials 
 

Land Use Planning 

Laurie LeBlanc  

Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs and Deputy Minister of Housing  

 

Key issues to discuss – Communication, Targets  

 There needs to be clearer communication on the benefits and consequences to businesses 

 Need more accountability and transparency on how growth targets are set 

 Intensification targets, it is important to set them at attainable numbers, not every municipality or geographic 

area can have the same target 

 Allow for room for flexibility; the economy is changing, knowledgebase businesses are increasing 

 Affordability is at a critical point; government needs to open-up zoning by-laws  

 Improve the time it takes for permits and approvals 

 Need a range and mix of housing types 

 

Workforce Development 

 

 Experiential learning opportunities helps businesses to hire students 

 Influence the influencers regarding parents and their children going into skilled trades 

 

Closing Reception 
 

Premier Wynne – Her government is committed to ensuring Ontario stays on a path of growth and is dedicated to 

ensuring that Ontario is the best place to live and work both today and for future generations 

Andrea Horwath, Leader of Ontario NDP – Her party has deep connections with the Chamber network and values 

the Chamber network input on a variety of policy issues. Asks that the chamber continue to represent the interest of 

businesses and continue to work to influence policy that works for all Ontarians.  

Steve Clark, Deputy Leader Official Opposition, Ontario PC Party – Brought regrets and a brief message from 

Patrick Brown and the Ontario PC Party.  

 

 


